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Defend Rural America on Sep. 27

FRESNO - “The future of Rural America hangs in the balance,” according to Kirk 
MacKenzie, founder of the Defend Rural America movement. “These are extraordinary 
times. It is no longer business as usual.

“Unprecedented government regulations; endless lawsuits; environmental extremism; 
assaults on property, water, timber, mining, and fishing rights; forest mismanagement; 
public land closures; destruction of dams and reservoirs; assaults on every form of 
energy production, including hydropower, the cleanest, most dependable, and most 
sustainable of all; the reintroduction of predatory animals; and more―combine to 
threaten to turn rural communities into ghost towns.

“The Defend Rural America movement is a proven, successful, national movement to 
prevent that from happening, and to insure the People have a voice in the futures of 
their communities.”

Born in Idaho, MacKenzie is a resident of the San Francisco Bay. A chance meeting 
resulted in MacKenzie spending five days in Siskiyou County, where he lived on a 
ranch, met, and filmed 43 people from all walks of life. Their stories had a profound 
effect on him. He came away from that experience determined to do what he could to 
preserve and sustain that which provides the backbone of our national prosperity, 
security, and independence ― our jobs, rights, water, food, energy, building materials, 
ores, and other natural resources.

The Defend Rural America movement was first launched October 22, 2011 in Yreka, 
California where over 1000 people, 50 groups, and 8 sheriffs united to save the Klamath 
River dams in Siskiyou County.

The result has been an unprecedented level of communication, coordination, and 
cooperation across at least 15 counties in Northern California and Oregon, and the 
increasing ability to make a difference by organizing effective coalitions within and 
across counties.



Five more Defend Rural America launches are scheduled from September 27 to 
November 3 throughout California to add an estimated 20 to 25 California counties to 
those already onboard.

“I am honored to be a part of this coalition, and to help my community, county, and 
region join this movement. No one has been listening to us. Government treats us like 
we no longer matter. But I am here to reaffirm that we do count, our communities matter, 
and that government was formed to serve us, not the interests of radicals, big 
corporations, or globalists. We can no longer sit quietly, doing nothing, expecting our 
Government to take care of us and do what is right. While we wait, our Freedom, 
Liberties and Rights are being snatched away. It is time for our voices to be heard,” said 
Carole Jacoby, who is helping to organize this event.

Siskiyou County is the canary in the mine

According to Kay Errotabere, “Siskiyou County provides a glimpse into what could 
happen to the San Joaquin Valley counties if we do not organize an effective response.”

Because of the spotted owl listing, 15 of 17 lumber mills in Siskiyou County were 
closed, timber exports screeched to a halt, and California now imports 80% of its lumber 
needs. Siskiyou plummeted from the second most prosperous rural county to the third 
poorest. School enrollment dropped from 8,500 students to 3,600.

There is no end in sight.

Government has announced plans to extend the spotted owl listing to encompass 54 
counties that span California, Oregon, and Washington.

Furthermore, the new coho salmon listing threatens to destroy four perfectly good 
hydro-power dams that provide electricity for 60,000 homes, and their related 
reservoirs. Flooding and drought will return, and government will turn off water to 
agriculture to make up for the lack of reservoirs.

Event Details

The September 27 event being held in Clovis will bring much-needed attention to the 
problems that face Fresno County and other rural counties across California and the 
nation. Attendance is FREE and expected to top 1,000 people. 

Date: September 27, 2012

Time: Doors open at 5:15P for late registration and refreshments. The presentation 
starts at 6:00P.

Location: Clovis Veterans Memorial Building, Liberty Ballroom, 808 4th Street, Clovis, 
CA 93612. (N.E. corner of Hughes & 5th Street)



Speakers

The panelists include:
• Sheriff Margaret Mims, Fresno County sheriff
• Sheriff John Anderson, Madera County sheriff
• Gail Jenner, wife of a 5th generation rancher in Siskiyou County
• Charlie Waters, VP of the Ayala Corporation
• Steve Brink, VP of the California Forestry Association
• Eric Eisenhammer, Coalition of Energy Users
• Ron Arteno, retired dam operator

The keynote speaker is Kirk MacKenzie

For more information contact:
• Carole Jacoby, 559-448-0200, Carole@CaroleJacoby.com
• Kay Errotabere, 559-970-6777, KayErrotabere@hotmail.com

Also check out:
• www.DefendRuralAmerica.com/Events/Fresno.html

http://www.DefendRuralAmerica.com/Events/Fresno.html
http://www.DefendRuralAmerica.com/Events/Fresno.html


Our Communities Are At Risk
A	  Widespread	  Coalition	  Is	  Being	  Assembled	  To	  Fight	  Back

You are invited. Pre-Register Now!

Thursday, September 27, 2012
A	  Panel	  of	  Experts	  will	  discuss

issues	  of	  critical	  Importance	  to	  the	  future	  of	  our	  communities.

●	  Sheriff	  Margaret	  Mims,	  Fresno	  County	  ―	  the	  critical	  role	  of	  sheriffs,	  forest	  issues
●	  Sheriff	  John	  Anderson,	  Madera	  County	  ―	  government	  overreach
●	  Gail	  Jenner,	  wife	  of	  a	  5th	  generation	  rancher	  ―	  the	  Siskiyou	  County	  story
●	  Charlie	  Waters,	  VP	  of	  the	  Ayala	  Corporation	  ―	  water	  rights
●	  Steve	  Brink,	  VP	  California	  Forestry	  Association	  ―	  forest	  mismanagement
●	  Eric	  Eisenhammer,	  Coalition	  of	  Energy	  Users	  ―	  cap	  &	  trade
●	  Ron	  Arteno,	  retired	  dam	  operator	  ―	  the	  assault	  on	  energy

Followed	  by	  Kirk	  MacKenzie
founder	  of	  Defend	  Rural	  America,	  to	  discuss	  solutions	  and	  how	  to	  get	  our	  country	  back.

Clovis	  Veterans	  Memorial	  Building,	  Liberty	  Ballroom
808	  4th	  Street,	  Clovis,	  CA	  93612	  (corner	  of	  5th	  &	  Hughes)

Preregister	  online	  to	  avoid	  the	  registration	  line	  and	  qualify	  for	  a	  door	  prize	  drawing.	  
Doors	  open	  at	  5:15P	  for	  checkin,	  registration	  &	  refreshments.	  Presentation	  starts	  at	  
6:00P.	  Admission	  is	  FREE.	  Donations	  welcomed.	  Attendance	  is	  limited	  to	  1,000	  people	  
so	  preregister	  and	  come	  early.	  Information	  and	  vendor	  tables	  are	  available.

For more information contact
Carole Jacoby 559-448-0200 or Kay Errotabere 559-970-6777
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