
Obispo, as well as Frederick J. or infonnation, call 227-4812 
O'Toole and A. J. Vincolisi of or go to www.vinarobles.com. 

LIlt:::' IlJa::tL~1 UI \i1';;.1;;IIIVIIU::;:) lUI ,",U;'I"UIIIC'::,:), UQII,",C' ClIIU \lYeIOII CIILOC;;;I .. allllll~I.L 

earned third place in their division. These dancers represented Atascader 

Defend Rural America to 
hold gathering at AHS gym 

Submitted article 

ATASCADERO - There 
will be a gathering of com
munity leaders, expelts, and 
coalitions in Atascadero to 
bring attention to the prob
lems that face the future of San 
Luis Obispo County and other 
counties across California and 
the nation on Saturday, Oct. 13 
at Atascadero High School. At
tendance is free and expected 
to exceed 1,000 people. 

According to co-organizers 
Randall Jordan, Mary Jordan, 
and Gerry Stinchfield: "No one 
has been listening to the peo
ple. Government treats us like 
we no longer matter. We are 
here to reaffinn that our jobs, 
economy, communities and 
people do matter. Government 
was fonned to serve us, not 
radicals, big corporations, or 
globalists, most of which don't 
live here and simply want to re
motely control our lives. 

"The Defend Rural Amer
ica movement provides the 
tools, education, and coalition 
building that are essential to 
getting our voice back. We are 
honored and excited to help 
our communities, county, and 
region by bringing this pro
gram here." 

There will be an impressive 
panel of speakers. The panel
ists include: 
• Sheriff Dean Wilson, Del 
Norte County - coastal is
sues, public land closures 
·,Dr. Richard Gierak - the de
struction of Siskiyou County 
• Prof. Douglas Piirto, Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo - for
est mismanagement 
• Nick Marquart, fourth gen
eration rancher - property 
rights 
0, Kevin Rice - the impact of 
the impossible new clean air 
and water standards 
• Doyel Sharnley, Apache 
County, Ariz. - federal juris
diction 
• others - property and water 
rights, environmental regula
tions, and more 

The keynote speaker will 
be Kirk MacKenzie. 

"The future of Rural Amer
ica hangs in the balance," said 
MacKenzie, founder of the 
Defend Rural America move
ment. "These are extraordinary 
times. It is no longer business 
as usual. 

"Unprecedented govern
ment regulations; endless 
lawsuits; environmental ex-

tremism; assaults on property, 
water, timber, mining, and 
fishing rights; forest misman
agement; public land closures; 
destruction of dams and reser
voirs; assaults on every fonn 
of energy production, includ
ing hydropower, the cleanest, 
most dependable, and most 
sustainable of all; the reintro
duction of predatory animals; 
and more, combine to threaten 
to tum rural communities into 
welfare towns. 

"The Defend Rural Ameri
ca movement is a proven, suc
cessful, national movement to 
prevent that from happening, 
and to insure the People have 
a voice in the futures of their 
own communities." 

Born in Idaho, MacKenzie 
is a resident of the San Francis
co Bay. A chance meeting re
sulted in MacKenzie spending 
five days in Siskiyou County, 
where he lived on a ranch, met, 
and fihned 43 people from all 
walks of life. Their stories had 
a profound effect on him. He 
came away from that experi
ence detennined to do what he 
could to preserve and sustain 
that which provides the back
bone of national prosperity, 
security, and independence -
jobs, rights, water, food, en
ergy, building materials, ores, 
and other natural resources. 

According to Dr. Richard 
Gierak, "Siskiyou County pro
vides a glimpse into what could 
happen to the other California 
counties if we do not organize 
an effective response." 

Because of the spotted owl 
listing, 15 of 17 lumber mills in 
Siskiyou County were closed, 
timber exports screeched to a 
halt, and California changed 
from being an exporter to an 
importer of lumber for 80 
percent of its needs. County 
budgets dropped to the loss of 
forest revenues and declining 
property values. The county 
plummeted from the second 
most prosperous rural county 
to the third poorest. School en
rollment dropped from 8,500 
students to 3,600. 

There is no end in sight. 
The government has an

nounced plans to extend the 
spotted owl listing to encom
pass 54 counties that span 
California, Oregon, and Wash
ington. The result will be even 
more economic, political, and 
cultural decline of rural com
munities along the entire Pa-

cific Coast states. 
On top of that, government 

listed the coho salmon as an 
endangered species despite a 
hatchery that produces all the 
coho salmon needed as deter
mined by the Fish and Game 
Department, itself. The new 
listing threatens to destroy four 
perfectly: good hydro-power 
dams . that provide electricity 
for 60,000 homes, and their re
lated reservoirs. Flooding and 
drought will return, and gov
ernment will turn off water to 
agIiculture to make up for the 
lack of reservoirs. It affects 
nine counties, four in Oregon 
and five in California - an 
area the size of the state of 
Maryland - most of which are 
already affected by the spotted 
owl listing. 

The Defend Rural America 
movement was first launched 
Oct. 22, 2011, in Yreka, where 
more than 1,000 people, 50 
groups and eight sheriffs unit
ed to save the Klamath River 
dams in Siskiyou County. 

The result has been an 
unprecedented level of com
munication, coordination, and 
cooperation across at least 15 
counties in Northern California 
and Oregon, and the increasing 
ability to make a difference by 
organizing effective coalitions 
within and across counties. 
The decision to destroy the 
dams was stopped, at least for 
now. 

Five more Defend Rural 
America launches are sched
uled from Sept. 27 to Nov. 3 
throughout California, bring
ing to 35 the total estimated 
number of California counties 
that are organizing under the 
Defend Rural America um
brella. 

EVENT DETAILS 
Date: Oct. 13, 2012 
Time: Doors open at 8:30 a.m. 
for check-in and late registra
tion. The presentation starts 
at 9i30 am. and ends at 12:30 
p.m. 
Location: Atascadero High 
School Gymnasium, 1 High 
School Hill, Atascadero. 
For more information con
tact: 
• Randall Jordan, co-organizer, 
391-0209 
• Mary Jordan, co-organizer, 
238~5514 

• Gerry Stinchfield, co-orga
nizer, 610-1032 

City holds 
Submitted article 

ATASCADERO - If you 
want to learn more about elec
tronic mail, the Internet, Win
dows and Microsoft Word, this 
class is for you. Through lively 
discussions on computer topics 
you will increase your knowl-

co 
edge an, 
class. Th 
structor: 

The 
on Wed 
Nov.15, 
at the Cc 
Center's 

Depression tou 
Metro Creative Connection ing previ 

According to !he Centers: A E 
fOL Disease Control and Pre- tor Sun 
vention, as of 2011, one in 10 
American adults could be clas
sified as being depressed or hav-

cated th, 
64, won 
than a t 
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CALIFORNIA FAIRS FINANCING 
for Salinas Valley Fair- Livestoc 
MON12029 Proposals shall sp 
labor, and sales tax to complete 
specifications. Project will inch 
livestock office per plans and Sl 

Estimated projl 

Bids will be accepted only fro 
classification of A or B 
A Mandatory Pre-Bid Confen 
at 10:00 am at the Salinas Vc 

This project is funded by a 51 
fore not subject to pay prevc 
ployed. 
Bids will be received up until 
of the Salinas Valley Fair- Adr 
King City, CA 93930 - Phone: 
all bids will be received, publ 

Proposals shall cover all we 
and/or materials not specific 
the best practices of constr 
conditions outlined and to th 
documents are available for i 
31, 2012 at the administratic 

A non-refundable fee of $50 
and specifications. Checks s 
Financing Authority". 

Any questions about the plan 

David Freese, Project Manag 
California Fairs FinanCing Au 
1776 Tribute Road, Suite 10f 
Sacramento, CA 95815 
Phone: (916) 263-6114 

No bidder may withdraw a t 
opening date. CFFA reserves 
waive any informality in bids 
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