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Defend Rural America on Oct. 20

STOCKTON - On October 20, 2012 there will be a gathering of community leaders, 
experts, and coalitions in Lodi, California to bring much-needed attention to the 
problems that face the future of San Joaquin County and other counties across 
California and the nation if we continue on the path we are on. Attendance is FREE and 
limited to 1,000 people.

“These are extraordinary times,” according to Kirk MacKenzie, founder of the Defend 
Rural America movement. “It is no longer business as usual. The future of Rural 
America hangs in the balance.

“Unprecedented government regulations; endless lawsuits; environmental extremism; 
assaults on property, water, timber, mining, and fishing rights; forest mismanagement; 
public land closures; destruction of dams and reservoirs; assaults on every form of 
energy production; the reintroduction of predatory animals; and more―combine to 
threaten to turn rural communities into ghost towns.

“The Defend Rural America movement is a proven, successful, national movement to 
prevent that from happening, and to insure the People have a voice in the futures of 
their own communities.”

According to Laurie Wallace, “The Defend Rural America movement provides the tools, 
education, and coalition building that are essential to getting our voice back. I am 
honored and excited to help our communities, county, and region by bringing this 
program here.”

Speakers

There will be an impressive panel of speakers.

The panelists include:
• Sheriff Dean Wilson, Del Norte County ― coastal issues, public land closures
• Mark Baird, Siskiyou County ― the destruction of Siskiyou County
• Dr. Richard Gierak ― the falsification of science



• Steve Brink, VP California Forestry Association ― forest mismanagement
• Doyel Shamley, Apache County, AZ ― federal jurisdiction
• others ― property and water rights, environmental regulations, and more

The keynote speaker is Kirk MacKenzie

Born in Idaho, MacKenzie is a resident of the San Francisco Bay. A chance meeting 
resulted in MacKenzie spending five days in Siskiyou County, where he lived on a 
ranch, met, and filmed 43 people from all walks of life. Their stories had a profound 
effect on him. He came away from that experience determined to do what he could to 
preserve and sustain that which provides the backbone of our national prosperity, 
security, and independence ― our jobs, rights, water, food, energy, building materials, 
ores, and other natural resources.

Siskiyou County Is The canary In The Mine

According to Mark Baird, owner of KSYC radio, “Siskiyou County provides a glimpse 
into what could happen to the other California counties if they do not organize an 
effective response now.”

Because of the spotted owl listing, 15 of 17 lumber mills in Siskiyou County closed, 
timber exports screeched to a halt, and California changed from being an exporter to an 
importer of lumber for 80% of its needs. County budgets dropped due to the loss of 
forest revenues and declining property values. The county plummeted from the second 
most prosperous rural county to the third poorest. School enrollment dropped from 
8,500 students to 3,600.

Yet that is only the beginning.

Government wants to extend the spotted owl listing to encompass 54 counties spanning 
California, Oregon, and Washington. The result will be the economic, political, and 
cultural decline of rural communities of all the Pacific Coast states.

On top of that, government listed the coho salmon as an endangered species despite a 
hatchery that produces all the coho salmon needed as determined by the Fish and 
Game Department, itself. The new listing threatens to destroy four perfectly good hydro-
power dams that provide electricity for 60,000 homes, and their related reservoirs. 
Flooding and draught will return, and government will turn off water to agriculture to 
make up for the lack of reservoirs. It affects nine counties, four in Oregon and five in 
California ― an area the the size of the state of Maryland ― most of which are already 
affected by the spotted owl listing.



Defend Rural America

The Defend Rural America movement was first launched October 22, 2011 in Yreka, 
California where over 1000 people, 50 groups, and 8 sheriffs united to save the Klamath 
River dams in Siskiyou County.

The result has been an unprecedented level of communication, coordination, and 
cooperation across at least 15 counties in Northern California and Oregon, and the 
increasing ability to make a difference by organizing effective coalitions within and 
across counties. The decision to destroy the dams was stopped, at least for now.

Five more Defend Rural America launches are scheduled from September 27 to 
November 3 throughout California, bringing to 35 the total estimated number of 
California counties that are organizing under the Defend Rural America umbrella.

Event Details

Date: October 20, 2012

Time: Doors open at 2:00P for checkin and late registration. The presentation starts at 
3:00P and ends at 6:30P. Attendance is limited. Preregistration is encouraged.

Location: Lodi Grape Festival Fairgrounds, Cabernet Hall, 413 E. Lockeford Street, 
Lodi, CA.

For more information contact:
• Laurie Wallace, co-organizer, 209-601-2140

Also check out:
• www.DefendRuralAmerica.com/Events/SanJoaquinCounty.html

http://www.defendruralamerica.com/DRA/SanJoaquinCounty.html
http://www.defendruralamerica.com/DRA/SanJoaquinCounty.html


Our Communities Are At Risk
A	  Widespread	  Coalition	  Is	  Being	  Assembled	  To	  Fight	  Back

You are invited. Pre-Register Now!

Saturday, October 20, 2012
A	  Panel	  of	  Experts	  will	  discuss

issues	  of	  critical	  Importance	  to	  the	  future	  of	  our	  communities.
●	  Sheriff	  Dean	  Wilson,	  Del	  Norte	  County	  ―	  coastal	  issues,	  public	  land	  closures
●	  Mark	  Baird,	  Siskiyou	  County	  ―	  government	  overreach:	  the	  Siskiyou	  County	  story
●	  Dr.	  Richard	  Gierak,	  Siskiyou	  County	  ―	  the	  falsiEication	  of	  science
●	  Steve	  Brink,	  VP	  California	  Forestry	  Association	  ―	  forest	  mismanagement
●	  Doyel	  Shamley,	  Apache	  County,	  Arizona	  ―	  federal	  jurisdiction
●	  and	  more	  ―	  water	  rights	  and	  other	  issues

Followed	  by	  Kirk	  MacKenzie
founder	  of	  Defend	  Rural	  America,	  to	  discuss	  solutions	  and	  how	  to	  get	  our	  country	  back.

Lodi	  Grape	  Festival	  &	  Harvest	  Fairgrounds,	  Cabernet	  Hall
413	  E.	  Lockeford	  Street,	  Lodi,	  CA

Preregister	  online	  to	  avoid	  the	  registration	  line	  and	  qualify	  for	  a	  door	  prize	  drawing.	  Doors	  
open	   at	   2:00P	   for	   checkin,	   registration,	   and	   refreshments.	   Presentation	   starts	   at	   3:00P.	  
Admission	   is	  FREE.	   Donations	  welcomed.	   Attendance	   is	   limited	   so	   preregister	   and	   come	  
early.	  Information	  and	  vendor	  tables	  are	  available.

Workshop:	  There	  will	  also	  be	  a	  special	  workshop	  on	  jurisdiction	  by	  Doyel	  Shamley	  
of	  Apache	  County,	  Arizona	  from	  9:00A	  to	  1:00P,	  same	  location.

For more information contact:
Laurie Wallace 209-601-2140 or Kim Parigoris 209-747-5154

www.DefendRuralAmerica.com
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