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Greetings!
This is the first in a series of updates provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (Service) to share information on a proposal to acquire 11,236 acres adjacent to 
the Shasta River from a willing seller in Siskiyou County, California. The proposed 
acquisition would be managed cooperatively with the California Department of Fish 
and Game (CDFG).  

This update provides a brief summary of the project, explains the planning process 
and documents, and how to provide comments, and includes a planning schedule. 
Through these updates, we plan to share information with you and seek your involve-
ment in the planning process. Your input is very important. It helps us gather infor-
mation and identify issues affecting you, your community, and the natural resources 
of the Shasta Big Springs complex. If you do not wish to receive these updates, 
please let us know through one of the points of contact listed on the last page.

What is the Fish and Wildlife Service?
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal federal agency responsible for 
conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for 
the continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 150-million 
acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses more than 553 refuges, 
thousands of small wetlands, and other special management areas. It also operates 
66 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resource offices, and 78 ecological services field 
stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisher-
ies, conserves and restores wildlife habitat.
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What Area is the 
Service Studying?
The study area is situated in the up-
per Shasta River watershed along two 
miles of the Shasta River and five miles 
of Parks Creek, within Siskiyou County. 
The properties proposed for acquisition 
are bordered by Interstate 5 to the west, 
U.S. Highway 97 to the east, the town of 
Montague to the north, and Lake Shas-
tina to the south. Land uses within the 
watershed are predominately agricul-
ture, ranching, and forestry. The study 
area includes four properties under one 
ownership (Emmerson Ranches): Shasta 
Springs, Hole in the Ground, Seldom 
Seen and the Dougherty Hay Ranches. 

Why is the Service 
interested in 
conserving the 
Shasta Springs 
property?
The proposed CMA offers an unparal-
leled opportunity to protect and restore 
riparian, riverine and cold spring habi-
tats in the Shasta River watershed for 

the federally-listed coho salmon. The 
unique complex of wetlands, streams, 
and springs in the project area con-
tain nearly the entire known spawning 
and rearing habitat remaining within 
the Shasta River watershed for the 
Southern Oregon Northern California 
coastal coho salmon. Numerous other 
species of concern are also expected to 
benefit from the restoration and protec-
tion of these properties. The National 
Academy of Sciences in a 2004 report 
States: “the Shasta River has excep-
tional potential as a restoration site for 
coho salmon as well as steelhead and 
Chinook salmon.” Securing ownership 
and restoration of the Shasta Springs 
project area will support significant 
recovery efforts for coho salmon 
within the Shasta River Watershed 
and beyond. Permanent protection and 
restoration of the project area may 
represent the last chance to preserve 
naturally spawning coho salmon and 
prevent their extirpation in the Shasta 
River watershed.

The Land Protection 
Planning Process
The Service initiates the land protec-
tion planning process to study a habitat 
conservation proposal. Proposals must 

demonstrate that adding habitat or 
lands to the National Wildlife Refuge 
System is the best way to achieve pro-
tection. The process is then carried out 
as follows.

•	 The planning process integrates 
three components: study and plan-
ning, public involvement, and envi-
ronmental compliance.

•	 The documentation that evolves 
from the process includes an envi-
ronmental compliance document, 
and a conceptual management plan.

•	 These documents are provided to 
the public for review and comment 
to ensure the interested public is 
informed about Service proposals.  

•	 Based on the alternatives presented, 
Service decision makers choose an 
appropriate course of action.

•	 If part or all of the lands are ap-
proved for addition, a new unit of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System is 
established and the planning process 
is complete.

A refuge project boundary defines an 
area where the Service can acquire 
lands (fee title acquisition) or interest 
in land (easements). It is Service policy 
to acquire land only from landowners 
who are willing sellers. Acquisitions are 
subject to funding availability.
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Planning Schedule Target Date
Study initiation, issue identification, information 
gathering, begin scoping April, 2011

Public open houses June 2011

Your issues and comments should be received by 
this date. Review of public comments begins July 15, 2011

Draft planning documents available for public 
review and comment  Winter 2011/Spring, 2012

Final decision on proposal Summer, 2012

Who to Contact
If you have questions and concerns, or 
would like more information, please 
feel free to call or write us at the fol-
lowing addresses and phone numbers:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 8, Refuge Planning
Richard Smith
2800 Cottage Way, W-1832 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
Phone: (916) 414-6500 
Fax: (916) 414-6497

Public Involvement
You can provide input by letting us know 
your ideas and concerns for this propos-
al. Your participation at various stages 
of the planning process is an integral 
part of the refuge’s growth. If you would 
like to be added to or deleted from our 
mailing list for this project, please let us 
know. Contact information is below.

Ron Cole, Refuge Manager
Klamath Basin National  
Wildlife Refuges
4009 Hill Road
Tulelake, CA 96134
Phone: (530) 667-2231 
Fax: (530) 667-8337

Use our e-mail and website
E-mail: fw8plancomments@fws.gov. 
(Please use “Shasta Springs” as  
the subject)

Refuge Planning Website: 
http://www.fws.gov/cno/refuges/

Shasta Springs. Photo: USFWS


