Forests Clean Qur Air

www.rethinkforests.com

Oregon’s forests absorb up to 50% of the state’s greenhouse
gas emissions.' Washington’s forests absorb up to 27%.’

Increased management of federal forestlands offers great potential
to further significantly reduce greenhouse gases by absorbing carbon
dioxide, producing oxygen, reducing wildfire risk and providing a
source of biomass to produce clean energy.

Sequestration is the natural absorption and storage of carbon in
trees as they grow. Trees absorb CO2 and store the carbon in their
trunks, branches and roots, and then release the oxygen back into
the atmosphere. Even after harvest, durable wood products continue
to store carbon for many years.’

Well-managed forests—the continuous cycle of planting, thinning,
harvesting and replanting trees—benefit the environment.**

A variety of management approaches and forest age-classes produces
multiple benefits, including a diverse wildlife habitat.

Managed forests are healthy forests and, in turn, are more efficient
at cleaning the air through:

» Reduction of wildfire risk, a significant source of
carbon dioxide.®

> Faster and greater production of oxygen and removal of
carbon dioxide from our atmosphere.®

> Creation of environmentally friendly building materials,
which lock away carbon for years.’
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1 acre = approximately 2 tons of carbon storage per year

(Depending on stand age, health and site quality)

According to the U.S.
Environmental
Protection Agency,
managed forests in
the United States
absorb about 17
percent of total
annual greenhouse
gas emissions—
equal to the carbon
dioxide from 235
million automobiles
annually.

(Source: California Forest Foundation)

:C0:CL.C0:CO:L A growing forest absorbs and stores about two to six tons of
2\ 'G2C").CD.CO.C carbon per acre per year for the first 15-75 years of life. After
that, the absorption rate declines and older trees ultimately
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