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What Next?
We’ve been telling you 

that dredging will not be 
reopened without a lawsuit 
from us miners.

This much is true.  If 
you’ve read CDFG’s web site 
lately you’ll see they admit 
their regulations do not 
comply with the law, 
therefore no permits.

Additionally, some of you 
may be aware that the 
environmentalists filed suit 
last week to permanently ban 
dredging from reopening.

This consortium of 
environmental groups 
includes the usual names and 
is led by the 
Center for 
Biological 
Diversity.

The 
CBD has 27 
lawyers on 
their staff.  They have a high 
degree of arrogance in 
regards to us working people 
and we’re quite sure they 
don’t perceive us as a threat.

Sleep well CBD, we’re 
smarter than you think

Monde Labe

WMA    Update
Lawsuit Filed!
The miners strike back...

On 12 April, 2012, less than 30 
days a f te r post ing the f ina l 
regulations Public Lands for the 
People and the Western Mining 
Alliance filed suit to challenge the 
new regulations and the SEIR.

The attorney of record, on 
behalf of PLP is David Young who 
recently won the case to lift the 
injunction against issuing dredge 
permits.  He is additionally leading 
the fight to overturn AB120.

We will provide more details 
about the lega l Pet it ion and 
Complaint when we’re allowed to 
release.  For now we will tell you 
that this will be one of the most 
significant mining challenges in 
recent history.

We’re going for the root of the 
problem, the science and the 
process that has kept us off the 
rivers for two years.  For all of you 
who thought “They can’t do this, 

can they?”  Not without a fight 
from us they can’t.

The legal fight to overturn 
AB120 continues with an April 
30th date to provide additional 
information and a May hearing for 
the injunction.  We’ll keep you 
posted on this.

This lawsuit we expect to have 
an initial hearing sometime in June, 
if not sooner.  We are fighting hard 
to get back in the water this 
summer and we need your help to 
do it.  On the next page we provide 
what you can do to help this effort.

We are a committed mining 
community, that much is clear from 
the outpouring of support we’ve 
received.  Now is not the time to 
relax, now is the time to go for the 
big win.  There is an enormous 
amount of work to do to win this 
thing .

http://www.thewma.org
http://www.thewma.org
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THANKS TO...
It took an enormous amount 

of work to get to this point.  We 
wish we could relax and take a 
breather but the real work starts 
now.

We here a t the Wester n 
Mining Alliance would like to 
thank so many peop le who 
donated money and time to make 
the lawsuit possible.

In particular we have to thank 
Public Lands for the People.  If 
ever there was a true American, 
it’s Gerald Hobbs.  He may not 
look like John Wayne, but he 
damned sure came riding to the 
rescue.

For those of you who were 
skeptics, set it aside.  PLP is 
taking a huge risk financially to 
take on th i s l awsu i t .  They 
recognize the enormity and 

complexity of this case and they 
still took the case on a promise 
from us that we’d try to pay for it.

We knocked on a lot of doors 
before PLP stepped in.  A lot of 
big name law firms wouldn’t even 
return our calls.  It’s hard to get a 
lawyer with no money in your 
pocket.

PLP is currently supporting 
five legal fights.  They don’t have 
big name corporations or trust 
funds supporting them.  All they 
have is us.  We are asking everyone 
to get behind this legal fight.  We 
have two critical cases we must 
win.  The fight to overturn AB120 
will be heard in May, and now this 
fight to restore our dredging.

Please consider donating to 
cover an hour of legal time ($250).  
We know it’s a lot.

FEELING FROGGY?
We need a lot of help, but there are three things you can do.
First, send money.  Please consider donating to PLP to support this fight.
Second, schedule a meeting with your representative at their local office.  Have a cup of coffee with them, 

be nice, be reasonable.  Use the Suction Dredging Information Sheet and discuss with them the truth about 
suction dredging.  Follow up the meeting with a letter and phone call.  Stay in contact with them.  

Third, we need the media exposure.  Even bad stories keep this in the public eye and give us a chance to 
tell our side of the story.  Surprise them - be nice and well informed.  Use the Suction Dredge Information 
Sheet and write letters to the editor.  Tell our side.  Don’t be negative, don’t attack other groups and don’t get 
drawn into ideology.  Stay on point, we help the environment.

Finally, we know that some of you out there know some of the large natural resource companies, please 
start networking and inform them of this lawsuit.  This lawsuit effects them.  If the State can write a report 
that says dredgers cause Significant harm to the environment, what chance would loggers or big mining firms 
have.  We must all stand together.  Please help us get the word out.  It’s not just about dredging.

We can’t overstate how important this lawsuit is.  If you ever want to dredge again, this lawsuit is it.  We 
are fighting the State and we are fighting big name environmental groups with deep pockets.  Now is the time 
to stand together.  Please help in whatever way you can.  If you’ve never been involved in something before 
this is your chance.  Rivers start with a trickle of water but the power of all those trickles is unstoppable. 

What do you get from joining the WMA?  Well, we give you a cool bumper sticker, and you get to join the 
fight.  Join the WMA and be part of this historic fight.  Donate to PLP and let’s kick some butt.

   “Send Lawyers, Guns and Money.”  Warren Zevon

http://www.thewma.org
http://www.thewma.org

